
GREENWOOD CITY COUNCIL

January 24, 2022 - 5:31 p.m.

MINUTES

PRESENT Council Members: Mayor Brandon Smith, Niki Hutto,
Matthew Miller, and Ronnie Ables; City Manager Julia M. 
Wilkie, Assistant City Manager Ryan Thomas, City Clerk 
Tiffany L. Albert, City Finance Director Julie Latham, 
City/County Planner Draper Carlile, and City Attorney 
Tripp Padgett. 

Councilors Patricia Partlow, Betty Boles, and Johnathan 
Bass were present by telephone.

CALL TO ORDER Mayor Brandon Smith called the meeting to order at 5:31
p.m.  

City Benefits Coordinator and Bethlehem Baptist Church 
Minister Shameka Brown gave the invocation.

STATEMENT AND 
QUORUM 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Smith read the 
following statement, “In accordance with the Freedom of 
Information Act, Chapter 4, Title 30, Code of Laws of 
South Carolina, 1976, an agenda has been posted on the 
front door of City Hall and notification of this meeting 
has been given to the news media.”  

City Clerk Tiffany L. Albert, CAP-OM, confirmed a quorum 
was present. 

APPROVAL OF 
CONSENT AGENDA

After an introduction of new employees, a motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda was made Matthew Miller, 
seconded by Niki Hutto. 

There was no discussion from Council. 

The motion passed unanimously.  
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CONSIDER

Ordinance No. 
22-001 Amending 
the City of 
Greenwood’s 
Official Zoning 
Map (Ordinance 
No. 04-020) by 
Rezoning Five 
Parcels of land 
Encompassing 
Approximately 
1.5 Acres 
Located at 310, 
314, 316, & 318 
West Cambridge 
Avenue and 329 
Calhoun Avenue 
from GC-GW 
(General 
Commercial/ 
Greenwood Main 
Street Corridor 
Overlay) to OP-
GW (Office 
Professional/ 
Greenwood Main 
Street Corridor 
Overlay and One 
Parcel of Land 
Encompassing 
Approximately 
0.64 Acres 
Located at 356 
West Cambridge 
Avenue from GC 
(General 
Commercial to OP 
(Office 
Professional).

(2nd reading) 

Under Public Hearings, City Manager Wilkie reviewed the 
request to rezone six parcels located on West Cambridge 
and Calhoun Avenues for residential uses. 

No one spoke for or against the proposed ordinance.

A motion to approve Ordinance No. 22-001 was made by 
Niki Hutto, seconded by Ronnie Ables. 

There was no discussion from Council. 

The motion passed unanimously. 
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RECOGNIZE

Frank Rainwater, 
Executive 
Director of SC 
Revenue and 
Fiscal Affairs 
Office), for a 
Presentation 
Regarding the 
Redistricting 
Process and 
Receive Public 
Comments on the 
Redistricting 
for City of 
Greenwood 
Council Member 
Wards. 

Mr. Rainwater presented to Council, via Zoom, three 
requirements used during the process to redistrict their 
wards: One Person, One Vote; The Voting Rights Act; and
the traditional redistricting principle. He informed 
them that Adam DeMars, GIS Specialist for the SC Revenue 
and Fiscal Affairs Office (RFA), took all facts into 
consideration when reviewing the 2020 census data to 
equalize voices that each Councilmember represent and 
protect the votes of minorities, particularly in Wards 
1 – 3 that are majority Minority districts.

Mr. Rainwater also informed Council that traditional 
redistricting principals are to encourage a public 
meeting and solicit feedback, minimize the splitting of 
precincts, and proceed to draw and redraw lines until 
Council agrees to a final ordinance. He confirmed to 
Councilor Betty Boles that City Council will be provided 
their initial maps after the Greenwood County Council
have their maps made, perhaps by mid-March.  City Manager 
Wilkie noted the City will have its public hearing 
tonight but a website, specific to their wards on the 
existing map, will also be available the next 30 days 
where the public can provide feedback that will be 
forwarded to the RFA. 

Mr. Rainwater suggested Mayor Smith to use GIS systems 
where layers of road files and other features can be 
added as an interactive software solution.  He also noted 
to City Manager Wilkie that this will be a timely process
where things can be modified through the City/County GIS
Department but staying locally interactive is best. Once 
his office is provided with initial feedback in 30 days, 
then a draft map will be provided to Council. 

There was no further discussion from Council.

After Mayor Smith opened the Public Hearing, Bishop 
Oliver McCray, Pastor of Morris Chapel Baptist Church, 
asked if staff will clarify this process to area 
communities. Mayor Smith noted that this is a 
complicated process but supports informing the 
community. Councilor Niki Hutto noted that this report 
outlines the process and social media can also help make 
this process clear to the public.  City Manager Wilkie 
informed Council that the City has posted information on 
both the Uptown and City of Greenwood websites and 
Assistant City Manager Ryan Thomas can poll Council for 
any public meeting requests.  Mayor Smith also suggested 
finding venues to accommodate these public meetings.
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RECOGNIZE

Bishop Oliver 
McCray, Pastor
of Morris Chapel 
Baptist Church.

Under Public Appearances, City Manager Wilkie recognized 
Bishop McCray who shared his community concerns and
discussions with Police Chief TJ Chaudoin regarding 
safety during the Summer along with other issues. He 
proposed offering his church as the location for a small, 
satellite, mini station for the Police Department where 
officers can provide a presence for education, 
collaboration, etc. Named, “BCS” (Blue Community 
Support), he asked for $100,000 earmarked from ARPA 
funds to help with overhead, community activity support 
and presence.  Mayor Smith noted that community policing 
is certainly a priority for Police Chief TJ Chaudoin and 
he would like to be a part of the conversation to 
consider some additional opportunities.

CONSIDER 

Ordinance No. 
22-002 Amending 
Ordinance No. 
03-010, Zoning 
Ordinance, 
Chapter 3, 
Zoning District 
Regulations, 
Article 2, 
Residential 
District 
Regulations 
3.2.1.3., 
Special 
Exceptions 
Allowed in All 
Residential 
Districts. 

(1st reading) 

Under New Business, City Manager Wilkie reminded Council 
of their past discussions regarding additional dwelling 
units where consideration was delayed for more 
information from the Planning Department.  She 
recognized Assistant City Manager Thomas who informed 
Council that the City/County Planning Commission 
informed staff of this request from a resident in the 
County wanting to have an additional dwelling unit on 
their property. To help alleviate the affordable 
housing shortage in the City, Council suggested a
minimum lot size of .5 acre that will be required on all 
residential lots. 

A motion to approve Ordinance No. 22-002 was made by 
Matthew Miller, seconded by Betty Boles. 

There was no discussion from Council. 

The motion passed unanimously. 
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CONSIDER

Ordinance No. 
22-003 Annexing 
One Parcel of 
Land, Totaling 
Approximately 
6.96 Acres, 
Located at 1610 
Durst Avenue 
East (GPIN 
#6857-555-093).

(1st reading)

City Manager Wilkie reminded Council of their discussion 
regarding the rezoning of this property located in the 
County and adjacent to Brentwood Hills. She noted the 
Planning Commission recommended the City to approve R4, 
but Developer Todd Bailey requested to annex into the 
City as R7 for a conservation easement. Before she 
recognized Mr. Bailey to answer Council’s questions, 
City Manager Wilkie confirmed that the public hearing 
will be February 28th.  

Mr. Todd Bailey informed Council that this 7 acre tract 
was a part of the purchase with the 33 acres behind 
Brentwood Hills and explained that the conservation 
easement is a tax benefit based on how many lots that
can be developed and having more lots increases the
number the appraiser can get. He confirmed the following 
to Council:

Mayor Smith:  Restrictions vary to the number of 
residences built. He does not intend to develop this 
property under this conservation, but this land was a 
part of the sale. 

Councilor Hutto: The benefit increases according to the 
number of lots and, as long as this easement is in place, 
there will be no development. However, if anything 
should happen to him, then it will stay an R-7 zoning 
designation. 

Ronnie Ables: He must have a zoning designation in place 
for the appraiser to determine the number of lots and 
available infrastructure.

Councilor Johnathan Bass: He would either donate the 
land to the City or the Upper Savannah Land Trust because 
does not want hold onto it, nor is he opposed to Master 
Planned Residential (MPR) zoning designation that will
tie limitations as to how land can be developed in the 
future. City/County Planning & Zoning Director Phil 
Linder noted the NPR provides that guarantee on the size 
and number of lots, and any variances must be presented 
to Council.  He suggested Council to place that condition 
into their motion, along with the number of units, and 
placing the land into a conservation easement. City 
Manager Wilkie noted that NPR restrictions on that 
property will remain if Mr. Baily was to sell it to 
someone else, which is similar to the Planned 
Development District (PDD) designated on the parcel 
behind Brentwood Hills.
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A motion to accept proposed Ordinance No. 22-003 
annexing one parcel of land, totaling approximately 6.96 
acres, located at 610 Durst Avenue East, with the NPR 
zoning designation to mirror R7 parameters in 
contingence with the conservation easement, was made by 
Johnathan Bass, seconded by Matthew Miller.

DISCUSSION:

Mayor Smith confirmed to Councilor Betty Boles that Mr. 
Bailey’s intent is to get maximum lots allowed for a 
conservation easement.  He would not be able to get any 
more lots if the tract was an MPR with R7 restrictions.  
Basically, it will just need to be documented on paper.  
Councilor Bass noted that this NPR will add a layer of 
protection for the Brentwood Hills neighborhood.

There was no further discussion from Council.

Those who voted in favor were Niki Hutto, Patricia 
Partlow, Betty Boles, Johnathan Bass and Matthew Miller.  
Mayor Smith and Ronnie Ables voted against. 

The motion passed 5-2. 

CONSIDER 

Ordinance No. 
22-004 Annexing 
One Parcel of 
Land, Totaling 
Approximately 
33.597 Acres, 
Located at 1930 
Old Laurens Road 
(GPIN #6857-616-
280).

(1st reading) 

City Manager Wilkie informed Council that Mr. Todd 
Bailey requested to annex this larger parcel, located 
directly behind Brentwood Hills, into the City with an 
R7 zoning designation.  It is currently zoned County 
PDD; however, Council wants the City to designate their
PDD zoning recommendation with a maximum of 58 single 
family units and parameters that mostly everyone agreed 
with…to a degree. 

A motion to approve Ordinance No. 22-004 to annex one 
parcel of land totaling approximately 33.597 acres 
located at 1930 Old Laurens Road was made by Johnathan 
Bass, seconded by Matthew Miller. 

DISCUSSION:

Mayor Smith wanted confirmation for the record that,
currently, Mr. Bailey can build without any additional 
stipulations and/or restrictions.  
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Item #6 is only changing the requirement to include brick 
on three sides of dwelling units bordering Brentwood 
Hills. City Manager Wilkie confirmed that the current 
PDD is very vague and it will be better to clarify it,
for perpetuity, to have a gradual transition from the 
old to the new neighborhood.

 
There was no further discussion from Council. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

CONSIDER 

Resolution No. 
22-001 to 
Approve the 
Expenditure of 
Accommodation 
Tax Dollars as a 
Match for an 
Economic 
Development 
Association 
(EDA)’s FY 2021 
American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) 
Travel, Tourism, 
and Outdoor 
Recreation 
Funding 
Opportunity for 
the Renovation 
of the Former 
PALS Building 
(104 Main 
Street) for a 
New Visitors’ 
Center.

City Manager Wilkie reminded Council of prior 
discussions regarding the City owned PALS building. The 
top part of the building is empty, and the bottom is 
storage for the Greenwood Community Theatre.  Because of 
parking inability, the building would be an asset to the 
City as a visitation center and Davis & Floyd is under 
contract for an engineering review.  Because there are 
more COVID related grant funding available, she asked 
Council to approve a resolution to apply for an $805,000 
Economic Development Association grant, with a match of 
$200,000, when it becomes available.  She confirmed to 
Mayor Smith that most of these match funds can come from 
The Visitors’ Center general fund balance which is 
provided by both Greenwood City and County, but they may
also  consider using their ARPA funds. 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 22-001 was made by 
Matthew Miller, seconded by Niki Hutto. 

DISCUSSION:

City Manager Wilkie confirmed to Councilor Matthew 
Miller that there are plans for the basement but there 
will be plenty of time for the Theatre to find a place 
for their storage.   

There was no further discussion from Council. 

The motion passed unanimously. 
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CONSIDER

Resolution No. 
22-002 
Authorizing the 
City Manager to 
Execute a Law 
Enforcement 
Assistance and 
Support 
Agreement with 
the Piedmont 
Technical 
College Police 
Department.

City Manager Wilkie informed Council that Jeff Crisp is 
the new Police Chief for Piedmont Technical College who 
requested a mutual aid agreement that the City already 
has with Lander University and Greenwood County Sheriff 
law enforcement offices.  The spirit and premise are the 
same and the City Attorney has no issue with it. Police 
Chief Chaudoin confirmed to Mayor Smith that it is a 
common practice that the City would receive assistance 
between law enforcement communities.

A motion to approve Resolution No. 22-002 was made by 
Niki Hutto, seconded by Ronnie Ables.

There was no discussion from Council.

The motion passed unanimously. 

CONSIDER 

Acceptance of 
Roads in Milford 
Pines, Phase 3 
and Associated 
Storm Sewer.

City Manager Wilkie advised Council that it would make 
sense to approve Mr. Todd Bailey’s request for the City 
to accept roads in Phase 3 of Milford Pines since Phases 
1 & 2 were already approved.  He must also provide a 
$51,620, three-year maintenance bond, approved by the 
City/County Engineer. 

A motion to accept roads in Milford Pines, Phase 3 and 
associated storm sewer was made by Niki Hutto, seconded 
by Matthew Miller. 

There was no discussion from Council.

The motion passed unanimously. 

CONSIDER 

Appointment to 
the Greenwood 
City/County 
Planning 
Commission. 

After reminding Council of past discussions regarding 
three vacancies in the City/County Planning Commission, 
City Manager Wilkie introduced Toya Davis of Ward 6, 
Graham Duncan of Ward 4, and Tiffany Goodman-Stevens of 
Ward 3 who are willing to serve.  Mayor Smith thanked 
them for undertaking these roles for the City.

A motion to appoint Toya Davis, Graham Duncan and Tiffany 
Goodman-Steven to the City/County Planning Commission 
was made by Niki Hutto, seconded by Ronnie Ables. 
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There was no discussion from Council.

The motion passed unanimously.

ADMINISTER 

Oaths of office 
to City of 
Greenwood 
Planning 
Commission and 
Board of Zoning 
Appeals.

City Clerk Tiffany L. Albert administered the Oath of 
Office to newly appointed City/County Planning 
Commission members Toya Davis, Graham Duncan and Tiffany 
Goodman-Stevens, along with City/County Board of Zoning 
Appeals member James Jones.    

CITY MANAGER 
COMMENTS 

City Manager Wilkie did not have any comments at this 
time. 

CITY COUNCIL 
COMMENTS 

Mayor Smith asked for everyone’s help to win the food 
fight with Greenwood County and reminded everyone of 
monetary and food donation deadlines. He also 
congratulated Lieutenant Robert Ware and Sergeant Ed 
Suddeth on their retirements. 

ADJOURNMENT A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Niki Hutto, 
seconded by Matthew Miller. 

The motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Smith adjourned the meeting at 7:39 p.m.

_________________________ 
      Brandon Smith, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
________________________ 
City Clerk and Treasurer 


